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NATIONAL REPORT 


Truman To Urge Stiff Civil Rights Plank 

Ex-President Harry Truman, whose scrappy civil 
rights fight in 1948 split the Democratic Party, but 
won him the nation’s highest office, is considering 
urging the party’s Chicago convention to again 
adopt a strong civil rights plank, JET learned. 

Angered by attempts of some party leaders to 
push through a “moderate” course, Truman, accord- 
ing to reliable sources, may break his long silence 
and urge Democrats to improve their chances of win- 
ning the fall election by taking such action. Current 
plans call for him to appear before the platform 
committee to air his well-known views. 

Contacted by JET and asked his civil rights views, 
ex-President Truman replied, “Read my memoirs 
for my civil rights views,” implying that he has not 
changed his stand since he retired from the White 
House. He would not comment on any convention 
plans. 

The first U. S. President ever to recommend pas- 
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sage of civil rights laws, many of which were duplicated 
by the Eisenhewer administration, Truman is expected 
to address the convention following the nomination of 
the presidential candidates. However, supporters of civil 
rights say he will appear before the committee. 


Ist Negro Phone Operators Hired In Baltimore 

Two Negro women were hired ‘as switchboard operators 
at the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company in 
Baltimore and became the first of the race ever hired in 
such capacities. Their employment ended a 13-year cam- 
paign by the Baltimore NAACP branch. Several years ago 
branch officials filed a list of 91 Negro women denied 
employment at the company with President Eisenhower’s 
Contract Compliance Committee. 


Fla. Negroes Plan Suit As Buses Roll Again 
Ww rh en Talla- 
hassee’s buses 
rolled out of the 
barns last week 
they were laden 
with free chew- 
ing gum, coffee, 
orange juice and 
the morning pa- 
pers, and were 
charging no 
fares. Two Negro 
driversanda 
trainee, hired in 
wd 7 a surprise move, 
Driver, David Moore (ex-bus mechanic) were riding pre- 
shows trainee, W. C. Wilson the ropes. dominantly Ne- 
groruns. But surveying the “sprinkling” of their brethren 
who went along for the ride, boycotters proclaimed: “If 
they can’t fill the buses” with these gimmicks “they can’t 
fill them with 30-cent round-trip fares.” Meanwhile, the 
Civic Council announced it would sue to end segregation, 
and indicated it didn’t care what color the driver “if our 
people are still herded to the rear like cattle.” 
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Wl Acting Mayor Of Buffalo: Receiving good wishes and 
advice on running city, King W. Peterson (c.) tries chair 
for size before Mayor Steven Pankow (1.) and City Council 
President William B. Lawless Jr., leave for Democratic 
convention in Chicago. Peterson, president pro tem of 
council, became first Negro in city’s 124-year history to 
serve as Buffalo mayor. 
White Chicago Gang Kills Negro At Beach 

A 34-year-old post office worker, Aubrey Bodie, was beat- 
en to death by a gang of 10 to 15 white teen-agers who 
attacked Bodie and three other Negroes as they were out 
for an early morning stroll on a Chicago beach. Bodie, 
father of a 15-year-old son and separated for the last two 
months from his wife, was with his girl friend, Jean 
Griffin, 25, and another couple, Mrs. Anna White, 40, and 
Andrew Mosley, 35, when the gang attacked them. The 
entire lower portion of Bodie’s face was crushed and 
police said he must have been struck across the mouth 
with a large bottle or club. 




















‘Hang’ Negro, White Man In Ala. Demonstration 

A Negro “dummy representing the NAACP, and a 
white one labeled “I talked integration,” were hung on 
gallows in downtown Montgomery, Ala., but police 
failed to arrest two unidentified white men who had 
put them there. The gallows, from which a bugler had 
played “Taps,” were torn down on orders of the Mayor 
after the demonstration blamed on the “Alabama La- 
bor News,” a pro-white labor newspaper. 


Fine N. Y. GI $25 For Ga. Bus Front Seat Ride 

A New York GI, who refused to move to the rear of a 
Columbus, Ga., bus bound for his station at Fort Benning, 
was fined $25 and given a suspended 30-day jail sentence 
after pleading “no contest” to the charges and paying his 
fine without comment. Police said Pvt. Tilton Brinkley Jr., 
23, ignored both driver and police instructions. 


Ohioan Warns Dixie Negroes To Stay In South 
A Cleveland, Ohio, Negro leader who examines claims 
for unemployment compensation, advised an Alabama 
school principal to keep his pupils at home, and warned 
that the exodus of Negroes from the South has hurt their 
battle to get first-class citizenship. I. W. White Jr., execu- 
tive director of the Council to Aid Migrant Workers, made 
the plea in response to a letter from the principal saying 
his pupils preferred Cleveland and that he was educating 
them to “big city ways.” 
Texas ontiat Gets 36 Votes In Governor Primary 
; Dr. Lonnie E. Smith, the Houston 
dentist who got 36 write-in votes in 
the recent primary contest for governor 
said he “felt just fine” over the results. 
He added that the results indicated Ne- 
groes were not afraid to test their vote. 
In 1944, Dr. Smith won a Supreme 
Court case which outlawed the white 
>. Democratic primaries. Dr. Smith com- 
Dr. Smith peted against six white candidates. 





























now 


sew 


| 


We us 


a 


ss we 


@ . 


e 
l- 











Wl Post Office Honors Memphis Man: Honored at being the 
first Negro ever to have a post office named after him, 
George W. Lee, 60-year-old Memphis insurance executive 
and Republican leader, addresses audience at dedication 
ceremonies. The $45,000 building will serve Negro area. 


Fights For $11,043 Found Under Dead Wife’s Pillow 

If Nelson Barnes, a Virginian railroad coal trimmer, had 
been at home when his wife died, he might have been 
able to claim the $11,043 under her pillow without any 
trouble. But because he was at work, and police discov- 
ered the cache, the 54-year-old Norfolk man must go to 
Corporation Court to prove he lived with, supported, and 
gave the late Mrs. Barnes the money to keep. Complica- 
ing the situation was the sudden disclosure that Barnes 
was not married to the invalid woman, who held what 
he says are his savings of 34 years. Police said the couple 
lived in an electrically-lighted house, but used kerosene 
lamps and cooked on a wood stove. 














CIVIL RIGHTS HOTTEST ISSUE 

When NAACP executive secretary Roy Wilkins leads 
his delegation before the Democratic platform com- 
mittee in Chicago, he will champion one of the most 
explosive causes in politics--civil rights. 

What are civil rights? During the post-Civil War 
days, Congress passed and a majority of the states 
ratified three amendments (13, 14, 15) which guar- 
anteed to the then Negro slaves their freedom, equal 
protection of the law and the right to vote. The trio 
became known as the “civil rights” amendments. 

Lying dormant on the statute books for generations 
after the Ku Klux Klan came to power in the South, 
the amendments drew sharp attention in 1948 when 








Montgomery Attorney Fined $100 For Drunk Driving 

Charles D. Langford, an attorney active in the Mont- 
gomery, Ala., bus boycott was fined $100 for allegedly driv- 
ing while drunk last July 18. Represented by Atty. Fred 
Gray, another prominent boycott leader, Langford said he 
would appeal the Recorder’s Court conviction to the 
Montgomery Circuit Court which has scheduled his case 
for a November hearing. 


N.Y. GI Fined In Georgia Bus Bias Case 

In Columbus, Ga., a New York soldier who took-a front 
seat in a bus running between Columbus and Ft. Benning 
and refused to move as the driver ordered, was fined $25 
and given a suspended 30-day-sentence. Hilton Brinkley 
Jr., 23, pleaded “no contest” to a misdemeanor charge in 
the Columbus Municipal Court. 


Heart Condition Hospitalizes Ex-Slave, 118 

A 118-year-old ex-slave and probably the oldest resident 
of New Jersey, became ill for the first time in his life and 
was hospitalized in New Brunswick with a heart condi- 
tion. Ivory Owens was born on a Georgia farm in 1838. 
Friends claim he worked as a laborer and farmer until 
he was 102. 
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SINCE LINCOLN FREED SLAVES 
President Truman, fighting an uphill campaign for 
the nation’s highest office, urged enforcement of these 
civil rights guarantees. Later, President Truman be- 
eame the first chief executive ever to recommend to 
Congress passage of so-called civil rights laws, all 
designed to strengthen enforcement of the three 
amendments. 

President Truman’s 10-point civil rights program, 
still recognized as the first legislation in the field in 
75 years, included proposals for establishing FEPC, a 
permanent civil rights commission and a special di- 
vision of the Justice Department in addition to anti- 
lynching and the right to vote laws. 
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Wash. Sends 3 Negro Alternates To Demo Confab 
Three Negro alternates from the State of Washington, 
will accompany Democratic delegates to the Chicago con- 
vention following a successful effort to gain minority rep- 
resentation in the state’s slate. Alternates named were 
Hubert DeWitty, Isaiah Edwards and Benjamin F. McAdoo. 





bl Unsinkable Chef: 
Sailing again for 
Scandinavia, 
George Boswell, 54- 
year-old Portland, 
Me., chef retired, 
waves goodbye in 
New York, where 
he returned aboard 
the liner Stock- 
holm, which struck 
and sank the An- 
drea Doria recently. 
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8 NEGRO DEMOCRATS 


When the Democratic national con- 
vention opens in Chicago on August 
13, nearly 105 Negro delegates (out of 
convention ‘total of 4,800) from 20 
states will join the battle as the fight 
for Presidential and vice-presidential 
nominations shape up. Most thorny 
issue likely to develop: How to draft 
and adopt a strong civil rights plat- 
form (to woo all-important Negro 
votes) and yet keep Dixie whites hap- 
py within the fold. The eight Negroes 
on these pages will probably be the 
most important minority delegates 
and observers at the convention. They 
are: 

William Levi Dawson, 70. Vice-chair- 
man of the national committee, mem- 
ber of its convention platform body, 
and a key speaker, Illinois congress- 
man will be most important Negro 
present and will advise on civil rights. 
Though listed as Stevenson backer, 
Dawson is right-hand man of former 
President Harry Truman, who has re- 
mained quiet about his choice. 

Margaret Just Butcher, 43. Fiery and 
militant ex-D. C. School Board mem- 
ber heads 12-delegate Stevenson slate, 
will be among key women delegates. 

John McCray. South Carolina news- 
paperman will bring 12-man all-Negro 
delegation to wait in wings for possible 
bolt of state’s whites, then claim seats 
in unprecedented act. 
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IN KEY CONFAB ROLES 

Charles C. Diggs Jr., 33. Michigan 
congressman, member of platform 
committee, he is first Negro named to 
committee by state body, and first to 
head state delegation. Pledged to Mich- 
igan Gov. G. Mennen (Soapy) Wil- 
liams on first ballot, he will support 
Harriman when released. 

Austin T. Walden, 69. Atlanta lawyer 
headed party’s 52 campaign to cap- 
ture 650,000 southern Negro votes, is 
NAACP attorney, civil rights fighter, 
and probably best-known Negro south- 
erner scheduled to attend the conven- 
tion. 

Hobart Taylor, 35. Houston, Texas, 
businessman, rancher and real estate 
operator will be one of Negro delegates 
in Lone Star delegation, and must be 
recognized as an up and coming south- 
ern political leader. 

Earl Brown, 52. New Yorker, with 
political know-how, he spearheaded 
pre-convention meet of top Negroes to 
draft civil rights proposals. Council- 
man, with Hulan Jack, will seek new 
friends for New York governor Averell 
Harriman. 

Cecil E. Newman, 53. Minneapolis, 
Minn., newspaper publisher is credited 
with swinging Negro votes to Kefauver 
in primaries. With Tennessee Sena- 
tor backing Stevenson, Newman will 
switch to Harriman as strong civil 
rights man. . 
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Ga. Infant, 1, Dies After Drinking Kerosene 1 | 

A one-year-old infant, Leroy Sullivan, died in a ag 
Thomaston, Ga., hospital, where neighbors rushed Li 
him after he drank a bottle of kerosene. His mother pa 
had left him at home in the care of older children. Le 
M: 

Negro Named City Prosecutor In Akron, Ohio o 
A 46-year-old Negro attorney was named to police tic 
prosecutor’s post in Akron, Ohio, and became the highest- les 
ranked Negro official in the city’s history. He is Rufus L. M: 
Thompson, who was promoted from assistant prosecutor tw 


to the $6,800 post by Mayor Leo A. Berg. 
NAACP ‘LEGAL’ AND ‘AMERICAN’ SA 
Perhaps the only white Ea 
legislator in Dixie ever fa 
to be a member of the te! 
NAACP, Florida State mt 
Rep. John B. Orr Jr. told un 
JET he supported the or- de 








ganization because “Its co’ 

methods are legal and it ] 

follows a perfectly Amer- exi 

ican ‘course. It doesn’t ere 

burn crosses.” The 36- of 

year-old Miami attorney me 

revealed his two-year hir 

membership last week I 

after casting a lone vote 4 the 

against a series of pro- seg 

school segregation bills thé 

wrong. which passed the Florida to 

Legislature following a short and unheated debate. the 

But even though his colleagues opposed him overwhelm- wh 

ingly, Orr said his office has been swamped by hundreds rec 

of letters and telegrams backing him up about 9 to 1. 4 tak 
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Parents Of Plane Crash Victim Seek $450,000 

, Damage suits totaling $450,000 were filed “99 
against Trans World Airlines, United Air 
Lines and the Federal government by the 
parents of Mrs. Esther Sharp in East St. 
Lquis, Mo. The suit, filed on behalf of 
Mrs. Sharp’s five-year-old son, Eldon, 
charges the airlines with “negligence and 
careless operation” and a Civil Aeronau- 
tics Administration employee with “care- a 
less direction” of the planes involved. Mrs. Sharp. 
Mrs. Sharp was one of 128 passengers killed in the recent 
two-plane collision over Grand Canyon. 





PILL LLL OLE LOLOL ELE D DOODLE LODO OR OOOO LOCOLOODOLECOOLCDLEL 
SAYS FLORIDA STATE LEGISLATOR 
Earlier, he electrified Florida’s House by declaring he 
favored “the gradual integration of our public school sys- 
tem.” Later, he said: “I believe that had we devoted as 
much energy, time and talent to discovering means to live 
under the law (the Supreme Court’s school desegregation 
decision) instead of in defiance of it, we would have dis- 
covered a way.” 

Pricking his colleagues’ consciences, Orr added: “The 
existence of second-class citizens is repugnant to our 





great democratic principles. The fact that the custom is 
of long standing makes it no less wrong.” For “the pig- 
mentation of one’s skin is no rational basis for setting 
him apart.” 

Explaining that he was born in the South and has lived 
there all his life, Orr told JET he has always opposed 
segregation because “it is morally wrong.” Pointing out 
that the church should “help us accommodate ourselves 
to integration,” he said, “I would rather see the fight in 
the hands of ministers rather than politicians.” Asked 
whether he feared for his family’s safety after an aunt 
received threatening phone calls, Orr declared it would 
take more than a phone call to frighten him. 


4e 
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HOW LONG CAN THE NAACP LAST IN DIXIE? 
OUTLAWED IN LA., ALA., NAACP 


If whites in Alabama and the South thought they had 
reason for celebration last week as the NAACP was fined 
$100,000 for refusing to turn over its records to the state 
attorney general, in truth, they had another think coming. 
For as the more sober-minded viewed the temporary suc- 
cess of their campaign to drive that bias-fighting organi- 
zation out of business, they could also see, rising from 
the still hot ashes of their recently vanquished foe, newer 
organizations bent on the same purpose. 

They had only to look at nearby Montgomery and its 
successful bus boycott; Tallahassee, where Negroes tem- 
porarily drove the transit company out of business; to see 
that these infant NAACP’s were just as effective. They 
had only to look at New Orleans, Birmingham, Delray 
Beach, where virtually untouchable ministers and profes- 
sional people were spearheading the new fight, to see that 








Studying law books, NAACP attorney Robert Carter (l.) seeks 
new legal steps to defend group. Regional Sec. Ruby Hurley was 
served injunction (r.) outlawing, Alabama NAACP June 1. 
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| FIGHTING WITH BACK TO WALL 


Map of Dixie shows that 2 states (black) have outlawed NAACP, 











four states (shaded) are probing group, others are silent. 
outlawing the NAACP had about as much effect as “spit- 
ting in the ocean.” 

But barring successful court litigation to return the 
organization to active status in Louisiana and Alabama 
where it is banned, the NAACP, by name, is truly dead. 
And about its demise in Alabama there were raised eye- 
brows among both Negroes and liberal whites, since for 
the first time in its history, the group sought to defy 
rather than obey the law. Asked for lists of its 14,000-odd 


| members, the NAACP incurred a $100,000 contempt fine 


rather than submit. Said Roy Wilkins, “Under no con- 
ditions will we turn over those records,” and added, “Ne- 
groes in Selma (Montgomery’s next door neighbor) are 
already being visited with persecution and economic pres- 
sure. Just 24 hours after the names of NAACP members 
became known there, 16 out of 30 were fired from their 
jobs.” As Negroes in the South had stuck by the NAACP 
at great risk, so now would the NAACP stick by them. 








End Of NAACP Would Not End a Fight 


Legal maneuvers set 
the wires humming 
between New York 
and Montgomery. 
Robert Carter dashed 
back and forth be- 
tween New York and 
Alabama like a man 
on a local commuter 
train. Legal experts 
sought a means of 
eventually getting the 
case to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. But by 
week’s end, it seemed 
there was no clear an- 
swer as to what the 
>’. NAACP would do next. 
Judge W. B. vones oraered $100, 000 Meanwhile, Florida 

fine of NAACP in Montgomery. legislators studied a 
bill asking $50,000 to probe the organization. South Caro- 
lina solons quizzed college officials at Orangeburg to seek 
a link between the NAACP and the spring student upris- 
ings. With the white South hurrying to grease the skids 
for the organization, people in some quarters became 
anxious about its continued good health; worried about 
what seems to be its inevitable death. 

But to the question, “How long can the NAACP last 
in Dixie?’ southern Negroes have a ready answer. “A rose 
by any other name,” they say, “can badger whites with 
lawsuits; plague them with threats of defeat at the ballot 
box, and continue to push them closer to the inevitable of 
integration.” For, with the Negro now conscious of his 
strength, destruction of his NAACP is no more damaging 
than cutting off one arm of an octopus. And with a beaten 
path already worn to court house doors by the NAACP, 
Negroes now tread it confidently in the name of as many 
hundreds of differing organizations they can devise. 
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1 Blind Drummer 
Boy: Beating out 
rhythm on a new 
set of drums, 10- 
year-old Bobby 
Bobo of Kensing- 
ton, Md., tries out 
set for policeman 
John W. Lynch, 
who presented the 
gift after asking a 
local newspaper to 
publish a story 
about the blind 
boy’s unusual tal- 
ent with clothes- 


pins and a dishpan. —< 
> 


Yesterd: iy In Negro History 

August 10, 1950—The Southern Railway System 
adopted rules under which Negroes and whites will 
be seated at opposite ends of the same dining car 
August 11, 1943—Lt. Paul G. Mitchell of Washing- 
ton, D. C., was killed during combat duty over Italy 
with the 99th Pursuit Squadron and pacnme the 
first Negro pilot to die in 
action. 

August 13, 1953—President 
Eisenhower established the 
15-member Government 
Contracts Committee to 
prevent employers with 
government contracts from 
practicing racial discrimi- 
nation in hiring. J. Ernest 
Wilkins, Chicago attorney, 2 
was named vice-chairman. J. Ernest Wilkins. 
without curtains between them. 
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Confidential: Presidential contender Averell Harriman 
may lose his grand slam bid because he has long 
snubbed Adam Clayton Powell. To win at Chicago, 
Harriman needs to crack Adlai Stevenson’s north- 
south combine and only a man like Adam, with civil 
rights rabble-rousing, can set up the play. Adam’s in 
Europe, debating whether it’s worth it . . . Look for 
Perry Howard to come up with a brand new gimmick 
when he takes his Mississippi delegation to seek cre- 
dentials at the GOP confab in San Francisco. Angle: 
two of his delegates are white .. . The plan of several 
large railroads to slash Pullman service will have dire 
consequences. Reason: hundreds of Negro Pullman 
porters will go jobless. 
ok * ok 

Newsmaker of the Week: Two years ago, Lisle Carter 
quit a New York law practice to take over a job few 
persons wanted—executive secretary of the Washing- 
ton Urban League. Getting to work, Lisle spearheaded 
the drive for Negro sales people, bus drivers and tele- 
phone operators. When he resigned recently, 32 appli- 
cants wanted his job. 


| 


x * * 


On Capitol Hill: Here are the only sen- 
ators who supported the move to pass 
the civil rights bill in the closing days 
—Missouri’s Thomas C. Hennings Jr, 
New York’s Herbert Lehman and Irv- 
ing Ives, Ohio’s George Bender, North 
Dakota’s William Langer and Illinois’ 
| Paul Douglas . . . The Hill’s sole Negro 
Lisle Carter woman lawyer, Bernadine Johnson 
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man Marshall, will resign her Senate post after her August 
long honeymoon—which she’ll spend in Chicago at the 
ago, Democratic national convention . . . Tennessee news- 
rth- papers have a special name for William Gerber, the 
civil House counsel probing D. C. mixed schools. It is: Weasel 
’s in Willie . . . The casualty of the last Congressional ses- 
- for sion—the bill to wipe out the $1 million income tax of 
mick ex-heavyweight champ Joe Louis. 

* * * 

cre- 
gle: Story of the Week: South Carolina AMEs are up in the 
veral air because their two top leaders are divided on civil 


dire rights. The new bishop, I. H. Bonner, openly charges 
man that the NAACP is “going too fast,” while Allen Uni- 
versity prexy Frank Veal, an active NAACPer, is most 
outspoken on the race issue. 


arter oe 

. few From The Notebook: At Great Britain’s 1958 biennial 
ning- meeting of prime ministers, colored countries will out- 
aded number the white for the first time in history .. . 





tele- Cleveland chemist George Craig is the godfather of 
ppli- one of the children of Liberian Ambassador George 
Padmore . . . In the past five years, the U. S. extended 

| $112 million to the Union of South 

: sen- Africa, but none of the lawmakers 


- pass have protested the country’s Jim Crow 
days policies . . . The two elected Newark, 
3 It N. J., Democrats (Counciiman Irvine I. 
1 Irv- Turner and Freeholder R. P. Means) 
North are feuding .. . Ticker Tape erred last 
inois’ week in mistaking the Urban League’s 





Negro Julius A. Thomas of New York for 
anson Julius C. Thomas Jr. of Illinois. Perry Howard 
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| FOREIGN NEWS | 


Capetown Council Defies S. Africa Racist Law 

The City Council of Capetown, South Africa, voted to 
employ 48 colored (mixed blood) firemen but was imme- 
diately warned by the government against assigning non- 
whites to jobs reserved for whites. The action of the 
Capetown Council is in violation of the new Industrial 
Conciliation Law, which reserves certain jobs for certain 
races. A Capetown councilman explained that the fire 
department was short staffed because whites did not like 
the 24-hour shift. 


South African Riot Leaves 4 Dead, 6 Hurt 

A total of four Negroes were killed and six injured in 
Evaton, South Africa, when members of a gang of Basutos, 
called “The Russians,” swarmed into town brandishing 
sticks and clubs. The fray was a continuation of riots 
growing out of a dispute over increased bus fares. Since 
the rioting began seven weeks ago, between 10,000 and 
15,000 Negroes have fled Evaton, a Negro town of about 
50,000. 


African Beauties Battle For Love, 10 Jailed 

In Brazzaville, French Equatorial Africa, a battle be- 
tween two African beauties for the affection ‘of a local 
chieftain ended with 10 persons jailed and a broken jaw 
for the chief. Bystanders took sides as the ladies tried to 
settle thier argument with blows and a heavy, broad knife, 
swung in the melee, broke the chief’s jaw. 





Jungle ‘Queen’ Beats Lion To Death 

The lion, commonly known as “king of the jungle,” 
was just another cat to Annie Nyasgambo, an aged 
African woman in Northern Rhodesia. After a lion- 
ess carried a goat into the bush, then struck down 
and started mauling a man who tried to rescue the 
goat, Mrs. Annie Nyasgambo went to the rescue. 
Armed only with a heavy stick, she clubbed the 
beast until it fell dead. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Mrs. Frank Yerby Dismisses Ala. Suit For Divorce 





A short-lived di- 
vorce action, filed 
in Mobile, Ala., by 
the wife of author 
Frank Yerby, was 
dismissed in Mobile 
Circuit Court at 
Mrs. Yerby’s re- 
quest by her attor- 
ney, Groves C. Hil- 
lard. Mrs. Yerby al- 
leged that the nov- 
elist abandoned her 
in February, 1955, 
after 14 years of “ae 
marriage. The Yer- , i... 
bys were wed in Mr. & Mrs. Yerby and family. 
New Orleans in 
1941, and have four children. Yerby, author of such best- 
sellers as The Foxes Of Harrow, The Golden Hawk, Flood- 
tide, and The Treasure Of Pleasant Valley, filed an answer 
acknowledging that he had received a copy of his wife’s 
petition of abandonment, but denied the allegation. Yerby 
lives on the French Riviera. 





White Woman Arrested For Bearing Negro’s Child 

In Baltimore, a young white woman, Shirley Howard, 
was arrested under a 240-year-old law and faces a possible 
five-year prison term because she gave birth to a baby 
fathered by a Negro. The father, John Moses Billy, al- 
ready married and father of two children, has been or- 
dered to contribute $7 weekly to support the child. He 
earns only $33 a week. Originally passed in 1715, the law 
provides a sentence of 18 months to five years for “any 
white woman who shall permit herself to be got with child 
by a Negro or mulatto.” 
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Negro Medic Weds German, Ex-Wife Sues For Divorce 

Dr. John B. West, ex-U.S. Health Commission specialist 
in Liberia who resigned to establish a half-million dollar 
private practice in Monrovia, was sued for divorce by his 
wife, Muriel, in Washington, D.C., on a charge that he 
deserted her and their three children and married a Ger- 
man woman. Claiming he did not inform her of his Li- 
berian divorce, Mrs. West asked for support and education 
payments for her children plus an equal division of the 
couple’s property. They were married in 1929. 


L. A. Wife Slays Hubby Who Broke Into Her Home 

A 29-year-old housewife, Mrs. Charlotte Reed, was ar- 
rested and held on suspicion of murder after she admitted 
shooting to death her estranged husband, Norman, 32, 
when he ripped the screen from her front door and 
attempted to force his way into her Los Angeles home. 
According to police, Mrs. Reed had a court restraining 
order forbidding her husband to molest her as he alleg- 
edly had several times in the past. 


























2 Out -Foxed: 
Clowning with 
new bride, Betty 
Harris, comedi- 
an Redd Foxx 
toasts her with 
champagne fol- 
lowing elope- 
ment in Las 
Vegas, where 
the couple is ap- 
pearing. Foxx is 
disc jockey in 
Las Vegas, and 
wife, Betty, is a 
member of the 
Harris sisters 
trio. 
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W Another First: With 
a mighty yawn, Dale 
Franklin Phillips, first 
child of 32-year-old 
Mrs. Vel Phillips, 
nestles in the arms of 
his mother, who is 
Milwaukee’s first 
woman alderman and 
the first Negro to serve 
on the City’s Common 
Council. Young Daie 
weighed in at 6 
pounds, 1414 ounces at 
Milwaukee’s Columbia 
Hospital. 








Md. Principal Fires 5 Charges Against Hubby 

A Maryland school principal, Mrs. Anne Carson Payne, 
who remarried her husband after he was charged with 
bigamy, filed suit for divorce in Baltimore. She charged 
her husband, George, with brutality, indifference, deser- 
tion from the bedroom, absenteeism from home, and 
adultery. The Paynes were married in 1945 and again in 
1946 after he was arrested as a bigamist. 


Man Slays Water-Throwing Wife With Iron Pipe 

An Atlanta man, Alonzo Williams, was arrested and 
charged with murder after he admitted slaying his com- 
mon-law wife, Charlie Mae Gatlin, with an iron pipe 
because she threw hot water on his neck and shoulders 
during an all-night argument. 


N. C. Farmer Accused Of Incest With 3 Daughters 

A 45-year-old tenant farmer, Jesse Ellerbe, was arrested 
and charged with incest after his three daughters, rang- 
ing from 14 to 17 years of age, told Robeson County, N. C., 
police he criminally assaulted them. Police said their 
mother left them several months ago for New York. 
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| BUSINESS _/ 4 


Banks Closes $200,000 Harlem Liquor Store 


C. 

Charlie Banks, one-time New York dancer and tele- h 
vision producer, closed his $200,000 Harlem liquor store oO 
because of labor troubles and a secondary boycott by p 


whiskey wholesalers, 


1953 WILL MAY HOLD KEY TO 


A will, drawn up in 1953 by the late Robert A. Cole, Chi- = - 
cago’s wealthy insurance tycoon and owner of the Met- 
ropolitan Funeral Parlors may hold the key to future oper- 
ations of the $1 million dollar burial concern. Cole, who | la: 
died of a heart attack in Chicago recently, reportedly be- - 
queathed the funeral home, largest of its kind in the | 
world, to two employees, chief among them Louisville-born 
Theodore Hawes, the firm’s undertaker. Although full de- co} 
tails of the fabulous Cole estate will not be made known use 
until final probation of existing wills, it was reported that lb. 
his widow, Mary Cole, may waive any inheritance for a Th 
one-third share of the estate to which she is entitled under wa 

ee . ae e 
4 












Mrs. Cole grieves at funeral. They were wed in 1928. 
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Co-Founder Named Head Of Chicago Beauty Firm 
* Stockholders of Murray Superior Products Co. in Chi- 
cago, named Mrs. Lillie P. Murray as president to succeed 


le- her son, Charles Jr., who was in charge of the company’s 

ore operations for one year. The company distributes beauty 

by products throughout the U. S. and in several foreign coun- 
tries. 


LATE MILLIONAIRE’S ESTATE 


be Illinois law. She may also claim an additional third for 
[et- a daughter, Roberta, who is not yet legally of age. 

er- | In death, as in life, the reputed Chicago millionaire was 
who | laid to rest in a manner befitting an executive of great 
be- means. His burial place was a mausoleum, bought by him 
the in 1946 and erected under his supervision at a reported 
orn cost of $23,000. It was designed with enough space to ac- 
de- commodate six persons, but two of these had to be put to 
own use to make room for his giant (six-foot; five-inch—286 
shat lb.) frame which had slimmed to 212 pounds before death. 
or a The burial site, large enough to accommodate 24 graves, 


ider was anton 5 a om dove a 488 or $99. 50 per grave. 
fo : 








wv 





‘ ai A... > : 
Police guard entrance of $23,000 mausoleum on day of funeral. 
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THE WEEK’S CENSUS 
Died: 

Dr. Roscoe F. Lee, 58, Washington dentist and one of the 
first Negroes to be made a diplomate by the American 
Board of Oral Surgery; of a heart attack; aboard the liner 
United States after returning from a seven-week Euro- 
pean tour. Dr. Lee was formerly a dentistry professor at 
Howard University ... P. A. Evans, 76, former principal of 
the Walker Baptist Institute in Augusta, Ga. and principal 
of Loganville High School in Loganville, Ga.; of undis- 
closed causes; at his home in Augusta. 


Born: 

To actress Mildred J. Smith and her husband, Dave Hep- 
burn; their first child, a girl, Vanessa Edna; at White 
Plains (N.Y.) Hospital. Weight: 7 pounds 10 ounces. 








01 Outdoor Muralist: Putting the finishing touches on a 
series of murals on an 8-foot concrete wall surrounding 
the Los Angeles home of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Kelly, 
artist Walter Walker (c.) discusses his work with the 
Kellys. Walker is an ex-businessman turned painter. 


26 


4 















Qs @- es rae Me 





the 
an 
ner 
iro- 


1 of 
ipal 
dis- 


lep- 
hite 





/on a 
nding 
Kelly, 
h the 











| WEEKLY ALMANAC || | 


Wy lA) 





LET- 
mee: 
OF THE WEEK. 
After being ar- 
rested and fined 
$100 for selling 
obscene phono- 
graph records, 
Kansas City, 
Mo., record shop 
owner Rubin A. 
Bailey wrote . 
JET: “I noticed Rubin Bailey’s Model T 
n...JET that over 25,000 copies of Redd Foxx’ records 
have been sold without being played on the juke boxes. 
Tell me, how did he do it? I bought 350 copies of the rec- 
ord and sold only 38 when the cops stopped me and my 
Model T and hauled us both in to the can. I would like to 
catch this sly Foxx and find out what he is putting down.” 





DAUGHTER OF THE WEEK. Treated at a Long 
=== Beach, Calif., hospital for severe bruises of the 
face and left eye, 95-year-old Mrs. Dora A. Tatum told 
how she got them. Said she: “My daughter hit me with 
a Bible when I chastised her for being drunk.” 


WALK OF THE WEEK. When Albert Smith of 
=== Montego Bay, Jamaica, B.W.I., got back to his 
home from a short stroll, he found his walk across the 
railroad tracks had made him famous. Reason: when 
Smith saw a train bearing down on him, he fell flat be- 
tween the rails. The cars passed over but the heavy 
undercarriage of the pusher engine was about to mangle 
him when bystanders’ shouts halted the train and Smith 
crawled out and continued his stroll. 
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DIET OF THE WEEK. In Baltimore, Tom Lucas 
complained he couldn’t eat crab cakes because 
they disagreed with him, but he ate two anyway and died 
shortly afterwards. Cause of death: acute alcoholism. 


ACCIDENT OF THE WEEK. Meat market deliv- 
ery boy, 17-year-old Tommy Williams, of Char- 
lotte, N. C., is short four fingers on his left hand. Reason: 
while grinding a piece of sausage for “a quick snack,” 
Tommy ground up four of his fingers in the machine. 


MEAL OF THE WEEK. A Baltimore magistrate 

was forced to dismiss lottery charges against 
Lester Dickerson, 52, despite many police witnesses. Rea- 
son: Dickerson had chewed up the numbers slips (evi- 
dence) while being led to the police station. 


HAT OF 
a a 
WEEK. Madame 
Ruth Banks, a New 
York beautician 
who makes hats 
for a hobby, ex- 
hibited one of her 
prize-winning crea- 
tions at a recent 
one-woman fashion 
show. The creation 
was made of cro- 
cheted thread, stiff- 
ened with sugar 
starch, and_ sup- 
ports a miniature 
flower garden of 43 
hese 3 P a different blooms, 
Madame Banks and new hat. and 22 bunches of 
fruit which includes peaches, pears, apples, and cherries. 
Constructed at a cost of $35, the hat is valued at $200 
and took two days to make. 
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GIFT OF 
——= = THE WEEK. 
Visiting friends in 
Burlington, Iowa, 
where he pastored St. 
John’s AME church 
from 1949 to 1951, Rev. 
S. E. Churchstone 
Lord, 81, presiding 
elder of the Wind- 
ward Island Confer- 
ence at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, enjoyed a 
pleasant surprise. His 
former parishioners, 
remembering that he 
started bike riding 
when he came to the 
U. S. from the West 
Indies 61 years ago, Rev. Lord and new bike. 
presented him with an English-style bicycle equipped with 
handbrakes, a generator and electric lights. 


Me ACCIDENT OF THE WEEK. When a pickup 
= == truck in which she was riding stalled on Tchula- 
homa Road near Oakville, Tenn., 49-year-old Kate Hender- 
son flagged down a gravel-laden dump truck to ask for 
help. Soon she was sorry she did. Reason: a second dump 
truck rammed into the first, knocking it into a ditch and 
burying Mrs. Henderson neck-deep in gravel. She suffered 
a broken right leg. 


. SLEEPER OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, 30-year- 
=== old factory worker Charles Graham, found 
slumped in his car by police, who thought he had a heart 
attack, was whisked off to a hospital when attempts to 
“revive” him failed. En route, Graham bolted up from the 
stretcher. Told he was being taken to a hospital, he yelled: 
“Let me out of here. That’s the last place I want to go. 
I was just having a nap, but I’m awake now.” He had 
fallen asleep in his car after working 16 straight hours. 
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Worps oF tHe Weex 


Theodore H. White, describing the Negro voter in a Col- 
lier’s magazine article: “Any white American in whose 
mind the image of Negro leadership is still yesterday’s 
fuzzy picture of Booker T. Washington is today completely 
out of touch with reality.” 


Vonzelle Brown, 25, nabbed by Boston police for soliciting 
motorists, explaining why she never uses rooms for her 
trade: “Always use autos. They’re harder to find and 
easier to move.” 


Louis Martin, executive editor of the Chicago Defender, on 
the flood of Negro articles now appearing in dailies and 
major national magazines: “Maybe all this smoke is 
signaling the end of the long night in which the races 
have slept together and the beginning of the day in which 
they may work, live and play together.” 


Mrs. Josephine Dallas, explaining to an Augusta, Ga., 
judge why she was walking down a busy street with no 
dress on: “Your honor, I was stepping wide to keep from 
wearing out my $10 shoes and I ripped my $25 dress, so 
I pulled it off.” 


Joe Louis, income tax-ridden ex-heavyweight champion, 
telling an interviewer his future plans: 
“I hate the idea that I can’t do much any 
more. There must be something I can do 
do to get even.” 


Henry Aaron of the Milwaukee Braves, 
telling the secret of his batting skill: 
“When I am batting, the pitcher has only 
got a ball. I’ve got a bat. So the percent- 
Hank Aaron age in weapons is in favor for me.” 
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F THE WEEK'S 
= BEST PHOTOS 


Wl Style Setter: Modeling what the “well-dressed” track 
man will wear, Mal Andrews, Los Angeles broad jumper, 
sports a straw hat to shield his head from the hot Cali- 
fornia sun. Andrews’ leaping enabled him to win event 
with 23-foot, 4144-inch effort at All-Comers meet. 
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Ted Williams 
8} Democratic Greeter: Flashing a warm smile, curvesome 
Patricia Hardy welcomes delegates to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention, which meets this week in Chicago to 
choose a Presidential candidate. The 23-year-old beauty 
likes presidents, but casts her vote for modelling. 
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George H. Cord 


bl Balancing Act: “Relaxing” is what sultry Eartha Kitt 
calls the odd position she’s assuming during a break in 
rehearsal at the BBC Television Studios in London. 
Eartha says she finds this method of relaxation “the most 
satisfying,” and urges everyone to try it. 
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G. Marshall Wilson 
01 $2 Table: Presenting his wife Ann with an ebony and 
blond mahogany table inlaid with 44 $2 bills, James (Okey 
Dokey) Smith, popular New Orleans disc jockey, jokingly 
refuses to hand over money. Smith started his novel col- 
lection as a hobby. 
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Howard Morehead 
Mi Flying Beach Maidens: Practicing their high-flying 
night club routine on a Los Angeles beach, Norma Wash- 
ington and Francis Neely, sail like a jet plane formation, 
across the sands. The pair, billed as “The Bandits,” in- 
clude pantomime and singing bits in their bistro act. 
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GERRI MAJOR'S 
Remember I told you so if 


Louise and Eustace Dench remarry. He’s the lawyer who 
has made a fortune out of divorces and maintains homes 
and offices in New York City and the Virgin Islands... 
Mrs. Luther Henderson was granted a Mexican divorce 
from. her famous arranger-husband who will remarry 
and join the interracial set ... Dr. Miles Mark Fisher, 
pastor of fashionable White Rock Baptist Church, drives 
a $7,000, “Eisenhower model,” air-conditioned Imperial, 
the only one of its kind on either side of the tracks in 
Durham, N. C. . . . When Emerson Burkhardt held a 
one-man show of his paintings at his Columbus, Ohio, 
home, canvases were displayed on every wall, even the 
bathroom. Patrons patiently waited their turn to view 
the art in the ~ a. oe 




























W Doctor’s Bride: 
Sharing the tradition- 
al cake-cutting cere- 
mony after a double- 
ring wedding in 
Nashville, Dr. Roose- 
velt Collins and the 
former Lillian Jean 
Crowder concentrate 
on the cake. Dr. Col- 
lins is a recent gradu- 
ate of Meharry Medi- 
cal College, and the 
bride is a speech and 
drama teacher in the 
Nashville school sys- 
tem. 
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wi Bridal Shower: Looking radiant, pretty Diane Dicker- 
son (c.), and her mother, Mrs. Earl B. Dickerson, admire 
gift held by Mrs. John H. Johnson, wife of JET publisher, 
hostess to a miscellaneous shower at her Chicago home, 
the first of 11 pre-nuptial activities. Miss Dickerson will 
wed Nelson Brown on oe 18. 

R H When | a summer visitor asked 
native Naomi Borikins (she’s a public relations repre- 
sentative for a brewing company) why so many New 
Orleans women went uncorseted, her explanation was: 
“We live on an island below sea level, where summer 
temperatures sizzle in the 90s. It takes 10 minutes, a 


can of talcum powder and an electric fan to get into a 
girdle.” 
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! AK The 12-room house under con- 
struction in Terrace Manor for the wealthy James 
Dugars of Augusta, Ga., will have only two bedrooms— 
the master suite and one for their two daughters who 
reside in Philadelphia. No provision is made for over- 
night guests ... Former Turkish princess Emina Bretsch 
purchased a building in the heart of Dee Cee’s inexpen- 
sive shopping district for Negroes, will open a salon fea- 
turing dresses priced from $2.99 to $24.99 ... And Wash- 
ington’s Mercedes Rector Horne (her husband Frank is 
executive director of New York’s Commission on Inter- 
group Relations) engaged W. & J. Sloane of Fifth Ave. 
to decorate her apartment in the exclusive Spuyten 
Duyvil section, where the Harlem River joins the Hudson. 
Among the glamor features are white wall-to-wall car- 
pets and white leather walls ... For the all-day warming 
of their Fox Lake “house on stilts,’ Dr. Eugene and Car- 
lotta Clark of Columbus, Ohio, spent an estimated $1,000 
to keep the buffet table laden and champagne glasses 
filled. Over 150 guests arrived by train, plane, automobile 
and cabin cruiser from Ohio and points east. 


WEnchanted 
‘Flowers’: Play- 
ing the role of 
a flower in an 
enchanted for- 
est, dancer 
Ronyl Stewart 
(c.) gets last- 
minute make-up 
touches from 
Illse Fleischman 
at Washington’s 
Banneker Recre- 
ation Center. Lil 
Thompson, a 
Japanese - Amer- 
ican, looks on. 
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1 Formal Greeting: Helping celebrate Emperor Haile Se- 
lassie’s 64th birthday at the Ethiopian Embassy in Wash- 
ington, D. C., Haitian Ambassador Mauclair Zephirin, (1.) 
greets Ethiopian Ambassador Ylma Deressa and Madame 
Deressa. 


Newlyweds Geraldine Pettway and Eddie 
White Jr. will receive a warm welcome from students and 
faculty when they arrive in September at Camden Acad- 
emy, where she teaches chemistry and he is assistant 
superintendent of buildings. They honeymooned in Nas- 
sau ... Evelyn Thompson, the ex-Mrs. Locksley of West 
Palm Beach, is “living it up” in Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
with an adoring new husband, Otis Buggs, who works for 
the president of the New York Racing Assn. Her new in- 
laws include Dr. Nelson Buggs of St. Albans, Dr. James 
Buggs of Lynchburg, Va., Jimmie Buggs Middleton of 
Dee Cee . .. Dee Cee’s exclusive Avignon Freres will cater 
at the reception following the marriage of Vera Collings, 
zoologist daughter of a wealthy Jamaica, B. W. I., furni- 
ture manufacturer, and Wilfred J. White, claims adjustor 
in the General Accounting Office. 
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*« PEOPLE ARE 


2 2 92228222022 222220228 092022820292809028202220822825 


>What happened when the lights went out in the jam- 

packed Long Island tent revival of Evangelist A. A. 
Childs. A coffin was placed before the pulpit with a 
“body” in it that Rev. Childs “guaranteed” to “raise 
from the dead.” When the lights went out, a man 
crawled into the casket and wrapped himself in a 
sheet. When the lights came on and the “stiff” sud- 
denly rose, a riot broke out in which a woman’s leg 
was broken and which required 10 riot squads to quell. 


The two professors in Columbia, S. C., who just found 
out they both were in love with the same little brown 
thing from Florida. One of the big educators kept the 
chick out after curfew and the other promptly had 
the cops waiting when he brought the little lass to 
the dormitory door in the morning’s wee hours. 


The romantic adventures of a pretty, young Spelman 
College sophomore whose past dates have numbered 
doctors, teachers, undertakers and one prominent 
cleric. She’s now shifted her affections to the town’s 
best-dressed shoeshine boy, who they say is 30 years 
her senior. 


The citation as “Policewoman of the Year’ recently 
presented to policewoman Gwendolyn Taylor by De- 
troit Police Commissioner Edward S. Piggins. Gwen 
masqueraded for a month as a dope addict until she 
had enough evidence to crack a major ring. 


> The expected September divorce between Sonny Bos- 
well, one-time manager of the ill-fated Las Vegas Mou- 
lin Rouge and his pretty wife, Harriet, in Chicago’s 
Circuit Court. Sonny says, “I have a choice of some 
well-heeled chicks, but right now I’m trying to decide 
which one.” 
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TALKING ABOUT 


PSPPSESSER ESE DL LEP PSSTSSESPESE SSS L Le ¥ EY 3 


s- The odd interracial marriage in Fort Worth, Texas, in 

*" which a white man wed a well-to-do Negro widow 
after courting her several years before her late hus- 
band’s death, and while he was still married to his 
white wife. He’s now seeking an annulment, claiming 
his sun-tinted spouse proposed to him while he was 
drunk, threatening to expose their secret love affair if 
he didn’t marry her. 


The decision to disagree made by Miami playboy- 
promoter Clyde Killings and Mary Elizabeth Hotel 
owner Bill Sawyer. Result: Clyde reopened his Elks 
Club, a drink-sing-and-dancery, in competition with 
Bill’s entertainment at the hotel. 


x 


* The 150 fish bagged in three hours on the Atlantic by 


that society deep sea fishing party from Detroit. Sail- 
ing from Oak Bluffs, Mass., Probation Officer Harry 
Duplesses, Dr. Harold Browley and son Bobby, and 
Court Clerk Oliver Smith considered opening a tem- 
porary market to peddle the catch. 


* The real reason that pretty Baltimore nurse was 


bruised from head to toes by her estranged hubby. She 
says he grabbed her off the steps of her home and 
forced her to go with him. On the other hand, he says 
she was all lovey-dovey when he drove up, and that 
she willingly got into his long Olds Holiday. The fisti- 
cuffs followed. 


sk The problem of Savannah, Ga., government worker 
4 


James Stevens, who returned home one night early to 
surprise his common-law wife in his swank downtown 
apartment with a husky preacher. Stevens left, re- 
turned two hours later with a pretty, 21-year-old chick 
and said to his “used-to-be” spouse: “Now you can go 
and live with that no-good preacher.” 

—Dan BURLEY 
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| CRIME 


Say Dead Woman Carried Bullet In Head 20 Years 

An autopsy was ordered in New Orleans to determine 
whether or not a woman who died recently with a bullet 
lodged in her skull had been shot 20 years ago, as rumored. 
Hospital authorities said X-rays showed that 43-year-old 
Pauline Cook had a bullet behind her right eye and a 
mysterious unhealed wound at the right temple. A 
coroner’s clerk said the bullet may have shifted position 
over the years and finally caused the fatal brain hemor- 
rhage. 


Two Ala. White Men Held For Murder Of Negro 
Two white loan agency employers who shot and killed 
a 58-year-old Negro woman after trying to collect on a 
loan made to the woman’s nephew, were indicted and 
held for first degree murder in Andalusia, Ala. Police 
charged Claude Ingle, 48, and his son, Bobby Ray Ingle, 
23, went to the home of Mrs. Bessie McDowell, a maid, to 
collect on a loan made to Charles C. Williams, her 
nephew. The woman was killed during the altercation. 


PELL LELELELREBLEEELEEEELEEEELELELELELEELELELELELELELRELELIE 


GA. PRISONERS BREAK LEGS 
One of the 41 prisoners who broke their legs with 10- 
pound sledge hammers at Rock Quarry State Prison in 
Buford, Ga., told how it was done. The protest against 
the brutal treatment at the prison dubbed “Little Alca- 
traz’”’ began when the 12 Negro and 29 white prisoners 
agreed to the plan, but on a strictly Jim Crow basis. An 
unidentified white prisoner said three convicts, all white, 
went down the line smashing fellow white prisoners’ legs 
as they sat in a row, using rocks as anvils. He said then 
Jesse Lee Stark, a Negro, smashed Negro prisoners’ legs 
in the same manner and then sat down and smashed 
his own. The whole operation took only five minutes. 
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W Bribe Cop: 
Leaving the 
Pittsburgh bu- 
reau of police, 
Rosey Neason, 
29-year-old traf- 
fic patrolman, 
looks glum after 
hearing he was 
fired for accept- 
ing one dollar 
bribe from teen- 
age motorist who 
turned him in. 
The board’s vote 
was unanimous. 








S. C. Ex-Bank Teller Charged With Embezzlement 

The daughter of a state NAACP official was charged 
with embezzling $200 from the Victory Savings Bank in 
Columbia, S. C. Julia Simkins, 32, former teller of the 
bank, was accused of failing to enter a deposit and is 
being held under $1,000 bond. 
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IN BEST JIM CROW STYLE 

Rock Quarry Prison inmates tried another spectacular 
mass protest against conditions in 1951 when 30 of them 
cut their heel tendons during Christmas dinner. Georgia 
penal cfficials denied that the prisoners were ever bruta- 
lized and challenged the 41 convicts to repeat their stories 
before a formal investigation. State legislative prison 
committees launched a probe. During interviews the con- 
victs told newsmen that they were shot when they lin- 
gered at the latrine and brutally beaten by guards, some- 
times to the point of death. Said one convict: “I just 
couldn’t take it any longer. If they send me back up there, 
I’ll break both legs.” 
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Di Rescued Murder Suspect: Detectives hustle 24-year-old 
Deigo Lugo into a police station after he confessed attack- 
ing 3-year-old Jeanette Ribot on a roof in New York and 
hurling her to her death six stories below. Police battled 
angry mob, rescued one-time mental patient. 





Free Indianapolis Ex-Cop Of Pandering Charge 

Former policeman Jacque Durham, who was accused 
by FBI authorities in November, 1954, of hiring two pretty 
Chicago women to perform in a lewd sex show in Indian- 
apolis, was freed of a pandering charge after three state’s 
witnesses reneged on sworn statements. Judge Pro Tem 
Frank A. Symmes ordered the jury to bring in a not-guilty 
verdict. 


Md. Postal Clerk Charged In $2,358 Shortage 

A 20-year-old assistant post office superintendent, Ells- 
worth Wilson, was arrested and charged with taking 
$2,358 in stamp money over a five-year period. Later 
freed under $1,500 bond, he was suspended with pay, 
pending grand jury action. 
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RELIGION _ 


Nab Tulsa Pastor Who Sold Lucky Numbers By Mail 
A 51-year-old minister, Ralph F. (Daddy Bishop) Fields, 
was arrested by Tulsa, Okla., postal inspectors after he 
admitted making at least $1,600 since December by selling 
via mail lucky numbers selected through a “divine power.” 
Fields said he compiled the numbers by peering into a 
crystal ball or plunging into deep thought between 4 and 
5 a.m. Inspectors charged Fields mailed 35,000 postcards 
offering lucky numbers to prospects in four cities. 


Pastor Sues Fellow Minister For $25,000 

A Church of Christ minister, who said a fellow pastor 
of the same sect told members of his congregation that 
he was an escaped convict, had five wives and was an 
automobile thief, sought $25,000 in a Chicago slander suit. 
The plaintiff, Rev. Frank Williams, 28, said his member- 
ship had fallen off from 75 to three because of a slander 
campaign by Rev. Levi Kennedy, who also allegedly 
showed fake pictures of Rev. Williams in a Mississippi 
mental institution. 








eo \ a W First Head- 

puis oN ?. quarters: Laying 

| a As; ™ Fe cornerstone for 

Y, first headquar- 

: 3 , ters of Cincin- 

nati Presbytery 

building, Rev. B. 

B. Evans (2nd 

from 1.) isflanked 

by other Presby- 

terian officials at 

site of $67,000 

air - conditioned 

building. Rev. 

Evans is first Ne- 

gro to serve as 
moderator. 
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Wi Honor Cardi- 





nal: Accepting 
the George 
Washington 
Carver Supreme 
Award of Merit, 
His Eminence 
Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch, thanks 
Chicago execu- 
tive Maurice 
Goldblatt (l.) 
as Bennie D. 
Brown, director 
of Brotherhood 
Conference, 
looks on. 





Catholic Bishop Delays School Mixing In New Orleans 

Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel who last February de- 
clared segregation “morally wrong and sinful,” announced 
that most Catholic schools of his New Orleans archdiocese 
would remain racially separated another year. Indicating 
that some integration had been accomplished in the ele- 
mentary schools of his parochial system, the Archbishop 
said “certain difficulties still remain and we are not now 
prepared to introduce integration generally.” 
L. A. Radio Station Bans ‘Controversial’ Pastor 

The weekly broadcasts of Rev. Maurice 
A. Dawkins, pastor of the People’s Inde- 
pendent Church of Christ in Los Angeles, 
were ordered discontinued by radio sta- 
tion KGFJ on the grounds that they were 
“too controversial.” Rev. Dawkins, who 
said he planned legal action against the 
station, reported its manager, Mrs. Thel- 
ma Kirchner, cancelled his program after 
he refused to cease discussing racial 
segregation and discrimination. 


Rev. Dawkins 
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End Color Bar In Texas, Virginia Schools 

Getting Negroes into all-white Dixie colleges proved 
easier again last week, than having them admitted to 
grade schools as U. S. District Judge Lamar Cecil ordered 
enrollment of qualified Negro high school graduates in 
Lamar State College of Technology in Beaumont. Said 
Judge Cecil, the Supreme Court has ruled that discrimi- 
nation in public education is unconstitutional and sepa- 
rate but equal is no longer in effect “whether we like it 
or not.” Elsewhere: 

@ Dallas: The Dallas School Board, victorious over 27 
Negro parents who asked admission of their children to 
white schools, appealed their case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court after the decision was thrown out in New Orleans 
Appeals Court. 

e@ Arlington, Va.: Federal Judge Albert V. Bryan gave 
the Arlington County School Board until January, 1957, 
to end racial segregation in elementary schools, and until 
the following September to desegregate high schools. 








w Off To Asia: 
Pointing to Laos, 
French Indochina, 
where he will help 
set up education 
system as State 
Dept. chief educa- 
tion officer, Dr. R 
O. Johnson, Atlanta 
University profes- 
sor, shows son, Ed 
Lee and wife, Cath- 
ryn, just where he’ll 
be located for the 
next two years. 
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aS Pe F of . : 
Wi Interracial Scientists: After applying for permission to 
study at the American University Chemistry-Physics 
Teacher Institute, John Perry, Norfolk high school science 
teacher, was surprised to learn he was wanted to teach a 
course. Here, he demonstrates a transistor radio assembly 
at the Washington, D. C., university to an interracial 
workshop group. 


Encyclopedias Give Negro Raw Deal, Says Ala. Prof 

A Negro professor from Alabama State College charged 
that preliminary reports from a research project show 
that the nation’s leading encyclopedias are not fair in 
their coverage of the Negro. Speaking before the Amer- 
ican Teachers Assn. convention in Atlanta, history pro- 
fessor L. D. Reddick said that six leading encyclopedias 
failed to give an adequate picture of Negro achievement 
or of Negro topics. 


Texas School Ordered Integrated, Cross Burns 

In Beaumont, Texas, hooded figures burned a 12-foot 
cross on the campus of white Lamar State College of Tech- 
nology soon after the institution was ordered to open its 
doors to Negroes. U. S. Judge Lamar issued the order after 
two Beaumont Negroes filed suit for entry. 
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- SPORTS 
Jackie Robinson Answers La. Paper’s Blast 
Jackie Robinson hurled a charge of injustice at sports- 
editor, Bill Keefe, of the New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
who said the Brooklyn Dodger was a prime cause of 
Louisiana’s new ban against racially mixed sporting 
events. Answering him in a letter published by the paper, 
Robinson said: “You call me ‘insolent.’ I’ll admit I have 
not been subservient but would you use the same adjective 
to describe a white baliplayer—say Ted Williams, who is, 
more often than I, involved in controversial matters? Am 
I insolent, or am I merely insolent for a Negro (who has 
courage enough to speak against injustices such as yours 
and people like you) ?” 





Ethiopia Admitted To Olympic Games 

Ethiopia became the 75th nation to be accepted for 
participation in the 
Olympic Games to 
be held Nov. 22- 
Dec. 8 at Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 
Ethiopia’s best bets 
are track and field 
events. 








* 
Wi Record Breaker: 
Shattering Jesse 
Owen’s 20-year-old 
record, Willie Wil- 
liams, former Illi- 
nois U. sprinter 
clocks 10.1 in a 100 
meter race in Ber- 
lin. The 24-year-old 
Gary, Ind. service- 
man defeated an- 
other soldier in the 
all-military meet. 
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Lorraine Williams, 17, Wins Chicago Net Title 
Lorraine Williams, brilliant, 17-year-old Chicago tennis 
star won the singles title in the Beverly Hills Tennis 
Club pnemnens by defeating second- seeded Marie Vidas, 
=> ‘ 6-1, 6-1. Earlier she 
teamed with Miss 
Vidas to win the 
doubles champion- 
ship (6-1, 7-5) from 
Angela Imala and 
Helen Watson. 
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01] Benched Umpire: 
Contemplating his 
injured hand, Em- 
mett Ashford, Pa- 
cific Coast League 
baseball umpire, 
wonders how long 
his mitt will keep 
him off the field. 


Won’t Move Cage Meet, Says Sugar Bowl Official 
The 1956 Sugar Bowl basketball tournament scheduled 
for New Orleans in December will not be held in any 
other city, according to Paul E. DeBlanc, president of the 
Mid-Winter Sports Assn., which sponsors the event. The 
decision was reached despite the withdrawal of three of 
the four schools entered in the tourney in protest against 
legislation barring interracial sports in Louisiana. 


Sugar Ray Not Selling Out, Will Enlarge Cafe 

Middleweight champion Sugar Ray Robinson, who was 
reported selling his New York property to pay up back 
taxes, told JET that he is investing $24,000 in the remodel- 
ing of his Harlem cafe. Robinson said he will close the 
cafe this month and reopen in mid-September after in- 
stalling a new bar, enlarging the dining room, and reno- 
vating the exterior. 
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Medies Turn Thumbs Down On Patterson’s Hand 

Floyd Patterson’s fractured right hand will not be 
ready for a heavyweight title fight with Archie Moore 
Sept. 25, chairman Julius Helfand of the New York State 
Athletic Commission announced after three physicians 
X-rayed the hand. International Boxing Club officials 
are considering a substitute for the Yankee Stadium bout. 


Campanella Says Newcombe At Pitching Peak 
According to his roommate, veteran catching star of 
the Dodgers, Roy Campanella, big Don Newcombe, ace of 
the Brooklyn mound staff is at the peak of his pitching 
career. “He’s now throwing as 
hard as he did in 1950 and 
1951,” Campanella says, “but 
he’s got much better control. 
I’ve never seen him as good as 
he is now and I’ve seen him a 
long time.” In one of the most 
stirring duels of the 1956 sea- 
son, Big Newk matched slants 
with brawny Brooks Lawrence, 
ace moundsman for the Cin- 
cinnati Redlegs, winning the 
game, 2-1. Newcombe’s record 
is now 16 wins against 5 mn 








WN High-Flying Hopeful: 
Bounding high in air during 
practice in hop, step and 
jump, La Salle College soph- 
omore Ira Davis performs un- 
der the watchful eye of Coach 
Frank Wetzlar in Philadelphia. 
Davis, whose Olympic trials’ 
mark of 51 feet, 434 inches was 
best ever attained by an Amer- 
ican and just under two feet 
shy of Olympic record, hopes 
to better record in Melbourne. 














Satchel Paige Pitching Way Back To Major Leagues 

Leroy (Satchel) Paige, legendary pitching hero of a 
thousand Negro league ball games, seems on his way back 
to the major leagues as a result of his sensational twirling 
for the Miami Marlins of the International League. Ol’ 
Satch has already won eight games and lost only three for 
the pennant-bound Miami (Fla.) Marlins. Paige, former 
Cleveland Indians and St. Louis Browns star, has pitched 
a total of 72% innings, given up but 12 earned runs and 
62 hits. He has fanned 57 men and walked 20. 


CASTOFF’ BROOKS LAWRENCE 

Big, bronzed Brooks 
Ulysses Lawrence, bell- 
wether of the Cincin- 
nati Reds mound staff, is 
the best pitcher in base- 
ball. However, Lawrence, 
whose brilliant 15-2 rec- 
ord has helped keep the 
slugging Redlegs in the 
thick of the torrid Na- 
tional League pennant 
fight, has seen lean days. 
He knows the fickleness 
of fame. 

In June, 1954, Law- 
rence, an unknown with 
Columbus of the Amer- 
ican Assn., was pur- 
chased by the St. Louis 
. Cardinals. By season’s 

Brooks uncorks a fast one. end he had strong-armed 
his way to a 15-6 record, and was toasted as one of the 
most promising young pitchers in the National League. 

But fame was fleeting. Enmeshed in the wave of inter- 
nal dissension that swept the slumping Redbirds, and 
physically sabotaged by gastric ulcers, Lawrence posted a 
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Marquette University Cancels 2 Dixie Cage Dates 
Marquette University’s Athletic Board asked Loyola of 
the South at New Orleans and Spring Hill College of 
Alabama to agree to cancel two scheduled basketball 
games following Louisiana’s recent ban on mixed sports. 


Sandy Saddler Injured, Chestnut Bout Postponed 

A mild concussion and other injuries suffered by feath- 
erweight champion Sandy Saddler in a New York auto 
accident forced postponement of his August 8 non-title 
bout with Ike Chestnut in Chicago. 
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IS BASEBALL’S BEST PITCHER 
dismal 3-11 record in 1955. And in the process found him- 
self banished to Oakland of the Pacific Coast League. 

Last January the Cards gave up on Lawrence, a 3l-year- 
old family man with a wife and two children to support. 
One of the first official acts of new General Manager 
Frank (Trader) Lane was to trade the six-foot, 207-pound 
rightie to Cincinnati. Lane’s excuse: “All around ineffec- 
tiveness.” Then fickle fame smiled again. 

In spring training at Tampa, Cincinnati Manager Birdie 
Tebbetts was optimistic as he watched Lawrence, his 
ulcers cured by a winter diet of baby food, display his 
repertoire of sinkers, sliders, curves, changeups and hop- 
ping fast balls. 

A hardy and confident Lawrence proved him right. With 
the backing of the muscular young Redlegs—who pounded 
out a record 110 home runs by mid-season — Lawrence 
ripped off 13 consecutive games before losing one to the 
Pirates on a ninth-inning, come-from-behind home run. 

Although Lawrence’s 13-game win string was the best in 
the majors since Ellis Kinder did it for the Red Sox in 
1949, there were experts who said he was lucky. Who 
couldn’t win with all that home-run power, said one 
writer. But Lawrence, a classics-reading optimist who has 
seen more than his share of troubles, ignores his detrac- 
tors, unhitches his fast ball, and just keeps on winning 
games as his team drives homeward in pennant race. 
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$67,000 Suit Filed Against White Miss. Doctor 

In Jackson, Miss., a white doctor was sued for $67,000 
by a Columbia woman who claims he “put her life at 
stake” by improperly treating her for cancer. Mrs. Ortho 
Watts charged Dr. Floyd E. Lagerson, owner of Floyd 
Hospital, with “negligence” after she reportediy had to 
consult another physician and went to Baptist hospital 
for further surgery. After operating on Mrs. Watts last 
year, Lagerson said she refused to accept his diagnosis 
which indicated another operation was necessary. 


Call Harlem Hospital Repairs $7 Million Waste 
Following an inspection tour of New York’s Harlem 
Hospital, Mayor Robert E. Wagner called a $7 million 
remodeling and rebuilding program “a waste of funds.” 
He made the remark after he saw fallen ceilings and 
gaping holes in the old building. He made the tour with 
Manhattan Borough President Hulan Jack and a group 
demanding a new hospital for the area. 
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Wi New Adjustment: Making last minute check on equip- 
ment, Dr. T. R. M. Howard, former Mississippi leader and 
fighter for Civil Rights prepares for opening of his new 
medical offices in Chicago. The physician-surgeon will 
occupy second floor of Doctor’s Pharmacy building. 
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Texas Lad, 244, May Lose Sight To Save Life 

In Dallas, Texas, 21,- 
year-old Donald Ray 
Hayes, who suffers from 
a rare disease, retinoblas- 
toma (cancer of the eye), 
may have to trade his 
sight for his life. Doctors 
at Baylor Hospital who 
removed Donald’s left 
eye last fall,said the other 
may be removed if treat- 
ment with an eight-ton 
radioactive cobalt ma- 
chine is not successful. 
A medical expert said it 
is only the third case of 
the disease he has en- Ps, at ee 
countered in 28 years. Donald has rare disease. 
Tuskegee Dr. Granted $12,000 For Cancer Study 

Dr. R. W. Brown, director of the Carver Foundation at 
Tuskegee Institute has been granted $12,000 to continue a 
study of cancer which began four years ago as part of 
research on the Salk polio vaccine. Brown was also award- 
ed a fellowship at Yale University by the National Science 
Foundation. 









Miss. Man Says Hospital ‘Integrated’ Wife 

An angry, Vicksburg, Miss., white man, B. G. Beck- 
with, accused Veteran’s Hospital authorities with 
putting his wife in a ward with Negro men and 
claimed she was separated only by a curtain stop- 
ping four feet from the floor. He charged that two 
men occupied two beds across the aisle from his wife, 
a World War II Wave veteran, and a third was next 
door. Hospital manager A. W. Woolford denied the 
charges and said the woman “had the best room in 








the hospital.” 
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Pa. Police Battle 1,000 Rioters On Cruise Shiv 

Sixty Philadelphia policemen, bloody and tattered after 
swinging blackjacks, quelled a 20-minute riot among 1,000 
Negroes aboard the cruise liner, State of Pennsylvania. 
Nearly half of the 2,500 passengers joined in a fight begun 
by two men who bumped each other on the dance floor. 
Six youths were arrested and a woman was hospitalized 
after falling down the ship’s stairs during the height of 
the riot. 


Harry Belafonte Plans To Write Autobiography 
Folk singer Harry Belafonte is planning to write an 





autobiography, which he has tentatively entitled The 4 
Streets I’ve Walked. The New York publishing house of 
Duell, Sloan and Pierce is reportedly interested in the 
manuscript. 
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$1 MILLION PROVE ‘MR. WONDERFUL 

At the cavernous, 1900-seat Broadway Theater in New 
York last week, the musical comedy hit, Mr. Wonderful, 
which stars comic-mimic-dancer-musician Sammy Davis 
Jr., with the Will Mastin Trio, quietly passed the $1 
million box office mark. In the annals of recent Broad- 
way theatrical history, Mr. Wonderful’s success is re- 
markable for several reasons. First, the show opened 
in late March to generally negative notices. Only two of 
seven New York newspaper reviewers labelled it hit ma- 
terial. While critics unanimously praised Sammy as one 
of the outstanding entertainers of our time, none was 
overly-enthusiastic about either the show’s theme or its ‘ 
music. Further, no Broadway production in perhaps 20 
years which starred a Negro performer had lasted longer 
than a few months on the Big Street. 

Yet, in the face of the critics’ rejection, the show pros- 
pered on word-of-mouth praise, and Sammy’s enormous 
personal attraction. During one week, shortly after open- 
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Wi Fatherly Help: 
Lending a support- 
ing hand, Ollie 
Jones, father of Di- 
nah Washington 
helps his famous 
daughter as she 
blasts away at 
birthday cake can- 
dles. The “Blues 
Queen” celebrated 
birthday during an 
engagement at Chi- 
cago’s Budland 
night club. 
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IS REALLY A WONDERFUL SHOW 

ing night, the show grossed $59,004. The figure still stands 
as a record at the Broadway Theater. With seats scaled 
from a maximum $15 per pair, the show still earns $10,000 
on weekend nights. 

Today, going into its sixth month and past the 150th 
performance mark, Mr. Wonderful is established as a 
solid hit. The Broadway Theater management is selling 
tickets through November, and by present calculations 
the show is good at least until March, 1957. 

For Sammy, his dad and his uncle, the show represents 
a costly personal sacrifice. Under terms of their con- 
tract, they earn 10 per cent of the show’s gross, which 
amounts to $4,000 to $5,000 weekly. “But it’s cost us more 
than $10,000 a week over what we earn in the show to 
Stay in it,” says Sammy. He explains that when the trio 
accepted the Mr. Wonderful assignment they were earn- 
ing $15,000 a week in the country’s top night clubs. “Our 
value today,” Sammy adds, “has increased to $20,000.” 
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»} Touring Troubadours: The second tour of a full comple- 
ment of Fisk University’s famed Jubilee Singers since 1873, 
will begin September when the 1956 group (above) will 
make an eight-week goodwill concert tour of Western 
Europe. Since 1873 Fisk singers touring Europe numbered 
only four or five artists. The group will sing 37 concerts 
before audiences in England, France, Italy and Spain and, 
if time permits, radio appearances and a Scandinavian 
tour will follow. Below, a portrait, executed by the official 


painter of the Court of St. James shows the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers of 1873 after a command performance before 
Queen Victoria. John W. Work, who directs the 1956 
Jubilee Singers is the son of a former Fisk student who 
directed the famous group from 1898 to 1916. 
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Wl Ready Amos ’n’ Andy Tour: Rehearsing in Los Angeles 
home of choir director, Lillian Randolph (seated, center) , 
cast of Amos ’n’ Andy Show and members of choir prepare 
for road tour of U. S., and possibly Europe, under direc- 
tion of Mel Diamond, squatting in center of floor. 


May Send Satchmo, Marian Anderson To Russia 


A large-scale exchange of American and Russian theat- 
rical talent which would include contralto Marian Ander- 
son and trumpeter Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong, was pro- 
posed by Billy Rose in Moscow. Showman Rose said his 
plan has been approved “in principle” by Russian Culture 
Deputy Georgi Orvid and the U. S. State Dept. It would 
allow 500 U. S. entertainers to travel abroad and bring 500 
Russians here. He added that the culture exchange would 
be no cure-all for world problems, but “might relieve a 
certain amount of tension.” 
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TEEN-AGE DANCE TEACHER 





MARY WATTS LOVES DANCING 


r - Unlike 
: ve many a teen- 

4 age girl who 
hasn’t been 
able to make 
up her mind 
on a career, 
Chicago’s 18- 
year-old Mary 
AnnWatts 
not only has, 
but is already 
embarked 
asadance 
teacher. The 
petite young 
lady has been 


: teaching bal- 

Mary Ann Watts puts pupils through red 
their paces at studio exercise bar. let and primi- 
tive dancing 


for nearly a year at the Mar-Lou Modeling School, 
where only a short time ago she was a student. Mary 
Ann has won praise in other fields, too. In 1953 she 
was named “Miss Lawndale” and placed third as 
“Miss Photo-Flash Model.” Dancing is her hobby as 
well as her career, but the young teacher wants to 
enter college when she finishes high school early 
next year. When the five-foot, three-inch dancer isn’t 
practicing or teaching, she works as a recreation 
instructor during summer vacations at a Chicago 
public school. And if she has any spare time, Mary 
Ann assists her stepfather, Levie Nelson, who has 
been conducting a youth club in their neighborhood 
for more than 30 years. 
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A When the Drifters quar- 
tet tried to register at At- 
lantic City’s Liberty Hotel 
with their pet skunk, they 
were turned down by the 
manager, who said other 
guests might object. The 
pet has been de-odorized. 


A Negro voters in Georgia 
have adopted a campaign 
slogan for the fall elections. 
It's LSMFT—Lord Save Me 
From Talmadge. 


A Billy Eckstine will tour 
with the Birdland Jazz 
show when he returns from 
Europe. Morris Levy, owner 
of the show, canceled all 
dates in Louisiana when he 
was told it would have to 
play before Jim Crow audi- 
ences. 


A Concert singer Caterina 
Jarboro has filed a $250,000 
suit against the govern- 
ment and a bus firm. A mail 
truck struck a bus in which 
she was riding and injured 
one of her eyes. Medics fear 
she may lose it. 











A One group of Negro ma- 
jor league ballplayers has 
been asked by a civic group 
to drop plans to make a 
Jim Crow post season tour. 
They’ve been urged to in- 
clude some of their white 
teammates. 


A Ex-bandleader Benny 
Carter is writing the music 
for an animated cartoon 
being financed by the Gug- 
genheim Foundation. 


A Ex-welterweight boxing 
champ Kid Gavilan was 
questioned by cops in Bei- 
rut, Lebanon, in connection 
with the poisoning of a 
night club singer. He was 
released when they found 
the crime was committed 
by her jealous girl friend. 


A Jazz pianist Oscar Peter- 
son and his trio will play a 
concert with the Buffalo 
Symphony Orchestra. 
They'll debut the Miniature 
Jazz Suite, which Peterson 
wrote especially for the oc- 
casion. 
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A Duke Ellington’s sister, 
Ruth, denies rumors that 
she and her husband, news- 
man Danny James, have 
separated. He’s in Mexico 
on a State Dept. mission. 


A When a fan asked Al 
Williams of the Four Step 
Brothers why he _ didn’t 
have a steady girl friend, he 
replied: “I think it’s better 
to make three or four wom- 
en happy than to make one 
unhappy.” 


A Movie comic Butterfly 
McQueen dropped her night 
club act after critics 
panned it. She’s appearing 
in Lorenzo Fuller’s play, 
The World’s My Oyster, at 
the Actor’s Playhouse in 
Greenwich Village. 


A Toni Williams, leader of 
the sensational Platters, 
bought the Los Angeles ga- 
rage at which he used to 
work as a mechanic before 
the group climbed to fame 
as recording artists. 





Al Williams 


Kid Gavilan 
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Ruth and Danny James 
A Louise Woods, understudy 


to Olga (Mr. Wonderful) 
James, is hostess and singer 
at the Guest Room Cafe, 
which she opened with her 
hubby, pianist Freddy 
Johnson. 


A There'll be a rush by so- 
cialites for front row seats 
when the George Chatman 
divorce case hits the Nor- 
folk courts. The bigtime un- 
dertaker’s wife has prom- 
ised to deliver ear-burning 
charges. 


A A $50 debt caused a fist- 
fight between Jabo Davis, 
owner of the after hours 
spot where the Billy Daniels 
shooting occurred, and 
Harlem record shop owner 
Tommy Myers. 


A Harry Wiley, middle- 
weight champ Sugar Ray 
Robinson’s trainer, paid $7,- 
500 for a Broadway fight 
gym in which to train kids 
and start a reducing school 
for overweight males and 
females. 
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Bonnie and Bob Garrity 


A Jimmy Mitchell, a one- 
time $400-a-week singing 
star of Erskine Hawkins’ 
band, is now a shipping 
clerk in a candy factory. On 
weekends he plays club 
dates with his band. 


A An internal feud between 
several officers threatens to 
break up the sepia Nation- 
wide Hotel Assn. Charges of 
misappropriating funds are 
flying back and forth. 


A Singer Rudy West (Five 
Keys) bought the engage- 
ment ring Newport News, 
Va., socialite Alma Hartwell 
is wearing. 


A Satchel Paige plans to 
remain in Miami when the 
baseball season ends to 
manage the Basin Street 
Cafe, which is next door to 
the Sir John Hotel. 


A The New York Urban 
League is seeking qualified 
Negro pilots and copilots to 
apply for jobs with major 
airlines. 





A Several days after his 
marriage to sepia model 
Bonnie Collins, white disc 
jockey Bob Garrity lost his 
job at New York radio sta- 
tion WINS. Station officials 
refuse to reveal the reason 
for his being fired. 


A Billy Bowen, one of the 
original Ink Spots, will take 
his Butterball Four to 
Gander, Newfoundland, 
this week. It'll be the first 
non-USO Negro act ever to 
play the military installa- 
tions and resorts on the big 
island. 


ATV star Ed Sullivan is 
lining up the talent for the 
big benefit show the Negro 
Actors Guild will give in 
Madison Square Garden in 
November. 


A Big Jim Usury, former 
Lincoln University basket- 
ball star, was appointed to 
a $7,000 principal’s job in 
Atlantic City. 

—MaJor ROBINSON 





Billy Eckstine 


Satch Paige 
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_-RADo-T-——— 


The Platters To Star On Ed Sullivan Show 


The Platters, one of the top 
new recording quintets in the 
country, will take their vocal 
talent to CBS-TV’s Ed Sullivan 
Show (Sunday, August 12, at 
8 p.m., EDT). Currently star- 
ring at New York’s Howard 
Theater and slated for a two- 
week stint in the Chicago The- 
ater, the group already boasts 
three records, The Great Pre- aa. * . 
tender, Only You and My The Platters 
Prayer, that have passed the million-sales mark this year. 
Others scheduled to appear on radio and television this 
week include: 

The Lionel Hampton Orchestra on NBC Bandstand (Mon- 
day, August 13, at 10:30 a.m., EDT) on NBC-TV and radio. 
Kitty White on Art Linkletter’s House Party (Friday, Au- 
gust 10, at 2:30 p.m., EDT) on CBS-TV. 

Archie Moore on Meet The Champion (Saturday, August 
11, at 6:45 p.m., EDT) on NBC-TV. 

Lester Young and Roy Eldridge on Bandstand, USA (Sat- 
urday, Aug. 11, at 8 p.m., EDT) on the Mutual radio net- 
work. 
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